Pack
Lightwave Ultrahike
60 £120

The pack you select to carry
your gear shouldn’t itself be
a burden. Look at it this way:
discounting the pack, the load
I was carrying for three days
started out at 12.44kg, including
nosh and water. Many packs
capable of bearing the necessary
volume typically weigh in at well
over 2kg, themselves adding almost
20% more to that burden, which is a bit
of a nonsense.

The Ultrahike 60 is a lightweight yet
robust answer with the added benefit of
neat design and high water resistance
(taped and welded seams) built in. Its
design is pretty minimalist — a single
pack compartment, with lid pocket — but
the fabrics used (Including 300D mini
ripstop polyester and a 420D nylon
base) are tough enough for most of the
abuse a backpacker’s likely to inflict on
it. More importantly, it’s comfortable,
and easily bore the total load of 12.44kg
I fed it; Lightwave reckon it’ll bear up to
18kg in comfort.

Weight’s kept down by using a fixed
back (available in two lengths: M2/
50cm, or M3/55c¢m) featuring an alloy
frame and foam back panel. I found the
minimalist hipbelt to be easily adjusted
and adequately padded — a couple of
cut-away sections keep the weight
there down.

Light cord compression straps pull
the load in but don’t make for the best
means of lashing extra gear onto the
side; an elasticated cord down the front
might have done a better job of that.
Stretch mesh wand pockets either side
are deep enough for water bottles, rain
covers and toilet kits and there are two
axe/pole loops. While there’s a hydration
hose exit behind the neck, there’s no
bladder sleeve inside; I rigged a tiny
karabiner-style clip to the internal M-
frame and hung my bladder from that
reasonably successfully.

Like the Primus stove, the pack had
passed through other testers’ hands
before it landed in mine, and one of
the wand pockets had suffered a slight
puncture, probably under pressure from
a pole tip. But I rate this pack highly
as a robust, comfortable backpack that
relieves rather than adds to

your weight burden.

Lightwave: 01286 872222
| www.lightwave.uk.com
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Headtorches
Mammut Lucido TXlite £40

Petzl Tikka2 £3750

Why did I take two torches? Couldn’t say,
but it did feel homely to leave the TXlite
dangling in the Eden 1’s porch with the
Ambient Light attached for a comfy glow
while I read with the Petzl.

The Ambient Light accessory
(compatible only with Mammut’s T-series
headlamps) acts as a diffuser, spreading
light from the headtorch all around
rather than focusing it on one specifie
point. It’s little more than a smoked
plastic box containing a silvered reflector
that clips onto the front of the torech but
it is effective; I used it on a previous trip
as a beacon to guide a'pal into camp
after dark while I erected the tent, and it
worked well in that context too.

That said, of the two.torches, I'd opt
for the Tikka2 ‘above the TXlite. Its
electronic switch is easier to fumble
for in the dark, and easier to operate;
in regular settings, its four LEDs also
give out more light than the TXlite’s
single LED, optic-boosted though it is.
The TXlite does have a lock to prevent
it being accidentally switched on but it’s
difficult to find/operate by touch alone.

While both lamps have two main
settings — essentially brighter or dimmer
— the Petzl also has a flash facility, while
the TX has a boost setting, invoked
by holding the switch down for a few
seconds during either light setting, and
a flashing distress signal,
triggered by depressing the
switch while the lamp is
switched off.

Mammut: 01625 508218
www.mammut.ch

Petzl: 015396 25493
www.petzl.com

SOCkS A cold fug enveloped Stockdale
Lane, where deep snow drifts

SealSkinZ slowed progress
Walking =
Sock £28

First time out for me in waterproof
socks: I'd been expecting to end the walk
with moist, pink, wrinkled feet but it just
didn’t happen. The merino-lined Walking
Socks — developed because too many folk
thought walking in waterproof socks felt
like strapping a carrier bag on each foot
— proved comfortable, didn’t overheat
and, at journey’s end, didn’t reek either.
The seamless waterproof/breathable
membrane is sandwiched between a
protective nylon outer and a cosy lining
fabric that includes 41% merino wool.

It wouldn’t be fair to comment on
waterproof qualities as the socks were
worn under Salomon’s Cosmic 4D boots,
which have their own Gore-Tex lining. I
only wore them for the final day as well —
much of the rest of the time my feet were
encased in boots and gaiters, beneath
rain pants — but on the basis of that first
trial 'm happy with the unexpected level
of comfort and lack of odour. I'll return
to these in future, with interest and high
expectations.

SealSkinz: 01553 817990
www.sealskinz.com




